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CLOSURE PLAN 
ASH POND 2 

JOLIET #29 STATION 
OCTOBER 2016 

 
 
This closure plan has been prepared in accordance with 40 CFR Part 257.102(b) for Ash Pond 2 
at the Joliet #29 Station, operated by Midwest Generation, LLC (Midwest Generation) in Joliet, 
IL. This closure plan describes the schedule and steps necessary for closure and methods for 
compliance with closure requirements for final closure of Ash Pond 2. 
 
1.0 Closure Narrative 
 [257.102(b)(i)] 
 
The closure of Ash Pond 2 will be by removal of the CCR in accordance with 40 CFR Part 
257.102(c). Midwest Generation plans to keep the structure of the pond intact for use for non-
CCR material. 
 
2.0  CCR Removal and Decontamination 
 [257.102(b)(1)(ii) 
 
Closure of Ash Pond 2 will be through removal of CCR. The pond will be dewatered to allow for 
the excavation of the CCR. First, the pond will be allowed to naturally dewater to a water level 
equal with the elevation of the existing outlet structure. At this point, the water will be pumped 
into the existing outlet structure. 
 
The CCR will be removed through mechanical excavation once the pond has been sufficiently 
dewatered. A mechanical excavator will excavate the CCR from the pond and load it into dump 
trucks. Once the CCR has been mechanically loaded it will be hauled to Lincoln Stone Quarry or 
other regulated facility for disposal. Any CCR remnants will be removed through 
washing/rinsing and/or vacuuming. 
 
In addition, all CCR will be removed from the pond inlet and outlet structures through 
mechanical means and also by washing/rinsing any remaining CCR remnants. The CCR that is 
removed from the inlet and outlet structures will be taken to Lincoln Stone Quarry or other 
regulated facility for disposal. 
 
CCR removal and decontamination will be considered complete when CCR has been removed 
from the pond and from any areas that may have been affected by releases from the pond and 
groundwater monitoring concentrations do not exceed the groundwater protection standards 
established in 40 CFR Part 257.95(h) for constituents listed in Appendix IV for two consecutive 
sampling events using the statistical procedures in §257.93(g). 
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3.0 Closure with CCR Left in Place 
 [257.102(b)(1)(iii)] 
 
Closure of Ash Pond 2 will be through removal of CCR and decontamination of areas affected 
by CCR. Therefore this requirement is not applicable.  
 
4.0 Maximum Inventory of CCR 
 [257.102(b)(1)(iv)] 
 
The estimated maximum inventory of CCR on-site contained in Ash Pond 2 is approximately 
15,000 cubic yards based upon the 2015 annual inspection, conducted on September 30, 2015.  
 
5.0 Largest Area of CCR Requiring a Final Cover 
 [257.102(b)(1)(v)] 
 
Ash Pond 2 will be closed by removing the CCR in accordance with 257.102(c); therefore, this 
section is not applicable to this closure plan. 
 
6.0 Closure Schedule 
 [257.102(b)(1)(vi)] 
 
Implementation of closure through removal of CCR is estimated to require 7 months. Closure is 
anticipated to begin in 2017 or 2018 and estimated to be completed by the end of 2018. Prior to 
initiation of closure, a notice of intent to close will be prepared in accordance with §257.102(g).  
If necessary, closure design documents will be prepared to support applications for required 
local, state, and federal permits. Closure construction design documents may include 
construction drawings for closure, technical specifications, and adequate CCR removal 
confirmation procedures. The permits required for closure construction will be evaluated at the 
time of closure, and may include permits from the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
(IEPA), Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR), and Will County. A preliminary 
schedule of anticipated closure activities is included below. 
 

Closure Schedule 
Activity No. Closure Activity Schedule 

1 Dewater 1 month 

2a Excavate CCR 5 months 

2b Decontaminate Pond Liner 5 months 

2c Decontaminate Pond Inlet & Outlet 
Structures 5 months 

3 Closure Certification 1 month 
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